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BCIT Student Association Issues Budget Recommendations


Burnaby, B.C. — Today, the BCIT Student Association published its recommendations 
for the federal government’s 2021 Budget, expected next spring, as part of this year’s 
consultations conducted by the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance.


“The COVID-19 pandemic has had a tremendous impact on students in this country, 
disrupting academics and upending summer employment,” said Claire McCallum, Vice 
President External. “While the government’s emergency response has provided billions 
of dollars in new temporary measures, Statistics Canada nonetheless projects that the 
effects of this economic downturn will be felt by students for years to come.”


The Student Association’s recommendations propose three distinct measures:


1. For those with a Canada Student Loan, further extend the current interest-free 
moratorium on repayments into spring 2022, while laying the groundwork for 
previously-announced debt relief measures.


2. For those beginning or resuming studies, make permanent the recent increases 
in Canada Student Grants and in Canada Student Loans weekly maximums.


3. For precarious international students, address the recently-highlighted gaps in 
financial supports by funding post-secondary institution delivery of emergency 
assistance and student aid. 


“These measures will provide essential supports for students struggling to make ends 
meet beyond 2020/2021,” Ms. McCallum continued. “If implemented, our 
recommendations would address the ongoing effects of this economic crisis for 
students while enabling the government to meet or exceed the initiatives proposed in 
the 2019 platform and post-election mandate letter.”


Heading into Fall 2020, the Student Association will also be focusing on measures to 
provide immediate relief. This includes repurposing the $900 million allocated to the 
Canada Student Service Grants into funding for emergency financial assistance, further 
loan repayment moratoriums, and supports for access to digital technologies.


To access BCITSA’s complete recommendations for Budget 2021 please consult the 
written submission, found here. For additional information, please contact:


Claire McCallum Stewart McGillivray

Vice President External	 	 	 	 Government Relations Strategist

vpexternal@bcitsa.ca	 	 	 	 smcgillivray@bcitsa.ca | 778.835.4082
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