
 
 

          February 5th, 2016 

Fellow Students: 

I want to take this opportunity to clear the air regarding the incident that is alleged to have taken place 
on campus last November, and the months-long delay in informing students about this event.  It is 
important that students know the SA’s role in this matter, which to date, has not been made clear. 

The Student Association is an entirely separate entity from BCIT.  With that in mind, it must now be 
stated that the Student Association was not informed about this incident when it occurred.  In fact, we 
had no knowledge of it at all until we were contacted for comment by Global News shortly before this 
story broke. 

We do believe that this breakdown in communication can represent a valuable learning opportunity for 
the SA and BCIT to develop stronger channels of communication so that in the future, students will have 
timely access to information and a situation like this is never repeated.  We are eager to initiate this 
process with BCIT. 

We do want to take this opportunity to underline our ongoing commitment to ensuring that BCIT 
remains a safe and inclusive place for students. The SA will continue to engage with BCIT Safety and 
Security in an ongoing basis to ensure that we have relevant and timely information, in order to ensure 
students feel safe while on campus. We stand behind our programming and services intended to inform 
and educate students, including our recent White Rose anti-violence campaign, our Student Advocacy 
services, and also past and upcoming free self-defence classes.  

While our focus has been proactive, we are also available to offer support to any students who were 
adversely impacted by this incident. Our mandate is to enhance student life, and we strive to do this 
every day. We encourage students to utilize our services and take advantage of SA programming while 
attending BCIT.  

 

 
 
Dylan Smith 
President,  
BCIT Student Association 


