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Preamble 

The BC Government has recently updated the Society’s Act Legislation, of which BCITSA and all Student 

Societies in BC are governed under. As these changes come into effect, BCITSA must make some 

mandatory changes to our governing documents to keep in line with the legislation.  

 

BCITSA took this opportunity to have a substantial review of our Bylaws (not just what is necessary 

through legislation), and have been working in collaboration with our student executives, staff, and 

lawyers over the past several months to ensure that our governing documents reflect and adapt to our 

current practices and structure 

 

Summary of Changes 

Below is a summary of the changes made to the Bylaw and Constitution document is included but not 

limited to: 

- Removing points 3 and 4 from the Constitution and placing them in the Bylaws 

- A reorganization of Bylaw Sections for ease of reading (Including a new numbering system) 

- Clarification of voting threshold for various types of motions of Council 

- The addition of an Executive Sub-Committee of Council 

- Clarifying the delegation of the powers of Council to the Executive Sub-Committee during the 

summer months (and the absence of a Council during such time) 

- The addition of a Finance Sub-Committee of Council 

- Clarification of the role and membership of the Clubs Committee 

- The addition of several new definitions for purpose of clarity 

- Various grammatical fixes 

- Clarifying eligibility requirements for nomination of executives 

- Various election bylaw revisions based on recommendations from last year’s Election Committee  

- Extending the number of years that BCITSA can use the same Auditor from 5 to 10 years 

- Moving the responsibility of appointing Residence/International/Aboriginal Councillors from the 

Chair of Computing and Academic Studies Portfolio to the VP Student Affairs Portfolio  
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Recommended Approach to Approving Bylaws 

The recommended approach to approving these changes at the AGM will be to motion that the entire 

document be voted on as one single motion. If there is a specific clause in the Bylaws that a member 

wishes to discuss, or simply to vote separately on, then any member may make a motion to divide the 

motion into two separate motions. This process is outline as a hypothetical situation below: 

 

EX: A member wishes to vote in favor of the new bylaws, but (for whatever reason they may have) objects 

to having a Finance Committee (Bylaws 12.41, 12.42, and 12.43).  

- Once the main motion of approving the new Bylaws is on the floor, the member would then say 

“I would like to make a motion to divide Bylaws 12.41 through to 12.43.” 

- This motion needs to be seconded. There is no discussion on a motion to divide, other than to 

amend which bylaws are being divided 

- This motion to divide will then be voted on, and if passed, we would move back to the original 

motion of the Bylaw Document (now with the absence of Bylaws 12.41 to 21.43).  

- After this main motion is voted on, we would move to the motion of approving/disapproving of 

the divide bylaws (in this case, the Finance Committee Bylaws) 

- Once the divisions have been voted on (passed or failed), there shall be a final motion to 

consolidate these divided bylaws back into the main Constitution and Bylaw Document. In the 

case that the Finance Committee motion fails (i.e. the membership decides not to have a Finance 

Committee), it will simply not be brought into the new bylaws. 

- Once that is done, the Bylaw changing process will be complete, and we will move onto the 

next item in the agenda. 

We encourage everybody to look through the new Bylaw Document prior to the AGM as there are many 

substantial changes, and in the effort of transparency we want to ensure that there are no surprises. Should 

anybody have any questions about the proposed Bylaw Changes, please feel free to contact any of the 

following individuals for more clarification. 

Matthew May  President of BCITSA   president@bcitsa.ca 

Jessica Graham VP Finance and Administration  vpfinance@bcitsa.ca 

Sameer Ismail  Government Relations Strategist sismail@bcitsa.ca  
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