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from Andrew Wilkinson, Minister of Advanced Education 

 

Burnaby, B.C. – The BCIT Student Association (BCITSA) enthusiastically welcomed 

today’s announcement by Minister of Advanced Education Andrew Wilkinson of nearly 

$1.9-million in additional funding for post-secondary trades training equipment. This 

funding comes in addition to the approximate $421,000 that was previously committed, 

and on top of the new funding of $652,000 which has been earmarked for the addition 

of 161 critical trades seats at BCIT. This combined investment of nearly $3-million 

represents an important part of ensuring that BCIT’s students remain among the best 

trained students in Canada. 

This announcement is the first step towards what the BCITSA hopes will be a complete 

modernization and revitalization of BCIT’s Trades programs, culminating in the funding 

and construction of the proposed Trades and Technology Complex. This facility would 

be vital to ensure that BCIT graduates are able to meet the Provincial Government’s key 

priorities laid out in its Skills for Jobs Blueprint.  These priorities include the ability to 

tailor education and training to fill jobs that are in demand as our economy grows, 

especially those positions associated with the LNG industry.   

The path laid out by the Minister today will enable BCIT and its students to build key 

partnerships within industry to better lay the foundation for the jobs of tomorrow. 

“It’s a joy to see support for our trades students in the form of funding and equipment,” 

noted BCITSA Vice-President External Shubhi Singh.  “BCIT is known for its Trades 

programs and it’s great that we’re receiving the resources necessary to ensure we can 

provide our students with the education and training necessary to prepare them to join 

the workforce and contribute to the economy. The next step is to ensure that the 

necessary infrastructure is in place to allow for and accommodate this growth and 

expansion.” 
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