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 Set/ Rep Meeting Minutes 

School of Energy 

January 29th, 2014 

  

Chair:  Tariq Shobob, Chair of the School of Energy 

Set/Tech Reps 
 
            

Staff: Amy Smith, the BCITSA Program/Clubs Coordinator 

Guest Speakers: Trevor Williams, Dean of the School of Energy; Edwin Chan, FMA Club; 
Antoinette Jackson, BCIT ARLO.  
 
Tariq Shobob opens the meeting at 2:40 pm. 
3.1 Introduction  

3.1.1 Opening remarks and general introductions.  

Tariq welcomes students back for their first official meeting of 2014. He briefly 

introduces the agenda and topics to be covered for today’s meeting. 

3.2 Previous Business  

3.2.1 Security Issues – Lab Access  

This matter has been brought to the attention of Student Executives, but remains an 

issue that needs to be dealt with through security 

 

3.2.2 Timetable Issues (MECH)  

The MECH program is currently undergoing accreditation, after which students will see 

curriculum and program changes and improvements. 

 

3.2.3 Revisiting: Modernizing Courseware  

200 of the most popular textbooks across BC will be made available as free e-books 

soon. BCITSA will be taking over the bookstore as of next year, and we will have more 

ability to resolve issues that students may be having with courseware. 
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3.3 Guest Speakers  

3.3.1 Trevor Williams – Dean of the School of Energy  

Q/C: Why aren’t formal program reviews done more frequently. As a student from the 

Electrical Technology Program, this seems long overdue.  

 

A: A very good question. There are informal ongoing reviews done annually that use KPI 

criteria. These reviews can result in changes and improvements.  

The formal review process is done every 5 years, and is a long, slow, thorough process. 

Many people have to sign off on proposed changes, including himself (Trevor Williams). 

It is very difficult to pass changes, and if the formal review process can’t be done more 

often than every 5 years because there are 45 programs in the School of Energy. ECET is 

especially difficult to review because there are 3 options and a degree program. 

Q/C: There was an issue a few semesters ago with a lab instructor and although the 

issue was taken through the proper channels, there have been no results that I know of. 

A: Trevor explains that he knows of this particular issue and that there is an ongoing 

investigation with this particular issue and it is on the radar. They have gone to labour-

relations with this issue, and he wishes they could do something more. Because 

instructors are unionized it is very difficult to take drastic action, but people do listen to 

this complaints and take notice. 

 

C/Q: The student explains that she didn’t realize that any action had been taken after 

she spoke with the student advocate. 

 

Trevor: We know these programs are very challenging and intensive, and we hope you 

reach out and receive the help you need to get through it. 

 

Q/C: Are you working on making ECET fit the regular semester start and end date? 

 

A: These irregular program starts have been like this for 30 years, so it will take time to 

change, but Trevor believes it will happen. 

 

Q/C: There are certain technology courses (physics/ transistors) that are only available 

during the day for summer school. For students who work during the summer, could 

these classes be available at night? 

 

A: Anything is possible if the demand from students exists. Trevor would like to see 

more online options available. Trevor has personally created an innovation fund to 

encourage instructors to come up with new delivery options. This encourages more 

flexible, self-directed learning.  

mailto:info@bcitsa.ca


 
 

 3700 Willingdon Avenue, Burnaby BC | Bus: 604.432.8600 Fax: 604.434.3809 | info@bcitsa.ca | www.bcitsa.ca 

For example, Power Engineering has 1,000 distance ed students who write a 

certification exam. 

One thing the formal review is looking at is whether all the hours in a program are 

necessary. 

Trevor states that the 3 most important things to consider in students future are: 

 Learning how to learn, 

 Problem solving 

 Transference 

  

3.3.2 Edwin Chan- Volunteer Tax Returns 

Edwin Chan introduces himself as a member of the BCIT Financial Management 

Association club. Edwin informs the set reps that the FMA club will be having its annual 

free tax clinic starting March 26th until April 30th. FMGT students who attend a training 

session by the CRA will take 30 minute appointments with staff and students who meet 

the eligibility requirements. Find these requirements and book your appointment at the 

http://bcitfma.com/. 

3.3.3 Antoinette Jackson – BCIT ARLO: Innovation Challenge 

Antoinette is from the Applied Research Liaison Office at BCIT, and is here to talk about the 
BCIT Innovation Challenge, the goal of which is to support, fund, and encourage BCIT student’s 
ideas. 
There are 3 categories: business venture, BCIT community, and applied research category. 
Build your plan (submission guidelines online) and submit it by February 26th March; finalists 
then pitch in April to judges much like the Dragon’s Den concept. The challenge welcomes 
interdisciplinary teams from any part of BCIT.  
Opportunities include funding support, paring with mentors to help bring plans to fruition.  
Seminars on business basics are also available every Thursday in January and February which 
are open to all students and include a free lunch. Certificates are given to participants who 
attend 5 of 6 seminars.  
Learn more at bcit.ca/innovate  

 

3.4 New Business, Announcements, and Events  

3.4.1 Set Rep Re-Training  

Due to some feedback that information disseminated at School of Energy set rep meetings is 

not reaching students consistently, Tariq offers a refresher course on the role of Set-Reps, what 

is expected of Set-Reps, and how these expectations can be accomplished. Expectations include 
attending Set/Class Rep meetings on time, disseminating information to class members, 

bringing forward student issues and complaints, reading minutes from Set/Class Rep meetings, 

and attending the training session.  

Information is best spread to classmates though a brief oral announcement during a common 

class, or social media (Facebook group for your set or Twitter). Emailing your own meeting 
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summaries and forwarding emails from your chair are acceptable, but are not as optimal due to 

a tendency for students not to read their emails. 

3.4.2 Reminder: Distinguished Set Rep Award  

This $500 Cash award is eligible to be won by Set-Reps who: 

 Have been present at all Rep meetings 

 Have been actively involved in discussions at Rep Meetings 

 Have disseminated all information from the meeting to their Set or Class 

 Have been actively involved in BCIT and/or school activities (ie. volunteering) 

 Are enrolled as a BCIT student during the current semester 

 Are in good academic standing with a minimum grade point average as defined by their 

program 

 

3.4.3 BCIT SA Referendum 

Tariq explains that a referendum is being held which proposes a plan set forth by BCITSA which 

will see a significant increase in the career advancement services currently being offered on 

campus. Extensive polling and research done by a committee of student representatives has 

identified a growing need for more opportunities, and the Student Association has responded 

with a plan to make that happen.  

In order to offer these new career services, the SA will need to permanently increase the 

student fees it charges the students. Go to the following link for information on fee increases 

and for details of the plan http://www.bcitsa.ca/referendum2014/. 

 

3.4.4 Event Announcements  

The following SA events are coming up: 

 Feb 5: Float Your Boat contest – BCIT BMC 

Students at this campus build boats out of basic supplies to see whose floats longest. 

 Feb 13-15: Lovefest Valentine’s Day activities – Great Hall 

Bake Sales, a Cheesy Lines contest, and a Dating Game in Professor Mugs Pub. 

 Feb 17-21: Speak Up Speak Out Mental Wellness Campaign 

This is a week-long campaign with a different theme every day. Students are invited to 

learn about volunteer opportunities, play games and try de-stressing activities, and 

learn about mental health issues and how to cope with stress and anxiety.  

 Zen Lounge & Doggy De-Stress – Great Hall 

Free massages and the return of furry friends is part of the Speak Up Speak Out 

Campaign. 

 Feb 28: Wright Brothers Flying Extravaganza – BCIT ATC 

Students at this campus build makeshift planes out of basic supplies to see whose flies 

best.  
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3.5 Question Period & Open Discussion  

Q/C:  Students are having issues with 5 hours or more of class with no break (2nd and 4th term 

Mechanical, 3rd term mechatronics, instrumentation and automation). 

 

A: Tariq will look into this. 

 

Q/C: Student IDs and print cards are being demagnetized, which results in lost money. 

 

A: this is an ongoing issue with the card readers on print and copy machines. Panasonic, who 

leases the print and copy machine, can find nothing on their end wrong. The company that 

makes the card readers has also done inspections and can find nothing wrong. Best thing to do 

is replace your card, and go to Campus Print & Copy to have money put back on cards. They will 

report these incidences. 

 

Q/C: Last meeting minutes were posted in a very timely manner, and students are relying on 

these to disseminate information. 

 

A: The staff person who takes the meeting minutes tries to have them edited and formatted 

within a week and then relays them to marketing, who then publishes them online. She takes 

meeting minutes for 5 other set rep meetings, and this is a portion of her regular duties as clubs 

coordinator. She suggests that people take their own short-form notes, as students will not 

want to read the in-depth notes.  

 

Q/C: Can there be an alternative place to get U-Passes printed, or have January passes available 

early in December before Winter Break? It’s very inconvenient to try to get January’s pass, 

because the library is closed for most of the break. 

 

Q/C: What is BCIT doing in regards to Compass? 

 

A: Information will be well in advance of the program being rolled out. 

 

Q/C: Will the limited book store hours be addressed once the SA takes over the bookstore? 

 

A: Possibly. This will be taken under advisement. 

 

Q/C: Washroom and facility maintenance seems to be ignored completely in SW9. 

 

A: Tariq will look into this. 
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3.6 Adjournment  

Tariq adjourns the meeting at 4:25 pm.  
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